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Three new teachers join staff
As students sadly say, “Godspeed!” 

to the old faculty, three new teachers 
are welcomed into the O’Gorman fam-
ily.  Although the Muller duo, debate 
coach Ms. Moeller, and lunch lady Nor-
ma “Jean” Timmerman will be missed, 
change is inevitable.  

While Mrs. Fauteck is on maternity 
leave, SDSU Spanish teacher Margarita 
“Margie” Hanson has taught Spanish I 

and II.  Although she will only be teach-
ing for six weeks, Hanson will be a cul-
tured addition to our school.  

A native of Costa Rica, Hanson 
moved to the United States in 1971.  She 
has been teaching Spanish at SDSU for 
four years.  

“I have been teaching at the college 
level for my professional career, said 
Hanson.  “I am looking forward to teach-
ing younger students at a Catholic high 
school.  Classroom management is a big 
difference from college.”  

Another change from SDSU is the 
unique Catholic high school atmo-
sphere.  “There is a friendly atmosphere 
and the kids respect each other,” said 
Hanson.  Hopefully, some of Hanson’s 
Costa Rican heritage will rub off on the 
O’Gorman student body. 

Instructing Biology class is 2006 
O’Gorman grad Ms. Caitlin Werner.  
Werner student taught grades 7-10 at Students stand in line for a school lunch.
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Cafeteria’s 
new signs 
complete
renovation

Along with the many renovations happen-
ing around O’Gorman, the cafeteria has also 
seen changes.

The O’Gorman cafeteria is a place where 
the students get to take a break for the school 
day. With the new signs and better food, the 
students can relax in style.

This year, the lunch room has put up new 
signs to display not only the school name and 
logo, but also what the students will be having 
for lunch.

“The new signs are very helpful,” said ju-
nior Shelby Bloomer. “If I don’t remember 
what’s for lunch, i just look up and-BAM- the 
menu is right there.”

Many students have noted that the lunch 
room is more organized than it has been for 
the past few years. 

Students get into every line instead of pil-
ing into one line, creating chaos. Everything 
seems balanced which also keeps the lines 
moving.

With the new signage and facility, the 
lunchroom is able to work to its fullest poten-
tial.

“It seems like they are pushing for healthi-
er food,” said junior Haley Maxwell. “There is 
a lot more fruit and the salad bar is very popu-
lar.”

Economy
troubles
adolescent
workers

Prices for many necessities 
have been on the rise, and many 
students that have to pay for 
their gas and miscellaneous items 
are having trouble

“The economy has been really 
tough,” said junior Alex Shields. 
“I feel that my pockets are always 
empty.”

Many students having to deal 
with economic problems are 
forced to get jobs to keep up with 
the expenses they have to pay 
for.	

“I have to pay for many things 
on my own, including my gas, car 
insurance, and some of my cloth-
ing” said senior Joey Bezenek. 

As the prices have been ris-
ing over the last year, it makes 
it harder to have to pay for these 
necessities. 

Ten years ago gas prices were 
$1.51. Now it is at $3.69 and that 
has risen 93 cents in the last year.

Having to pay for this as a 
student is even harder at times, 
because of school and activities 
in their life. One way to come 
up with this money is through 
working. 

“In the summer I work 40 
hours a week, but in the school 
year I am only able to work 20,” 
said Shields.

Along with struggling to pay 
for expenses, many students have 
to pay for their own social 

Even in the midst of an eco-
nomic recession, O’Gorman High 
School’s enrollment continues to 
rise, and school pride is as strong 
as ever. 

The reasons for this can be 
traced to the foundation of the 
O’Gorman community. 

“I think you have to look at 
our mission,” said Mrs. Joan Ma-
honey. “It’s about academic ex-
cellence with faith.” 

As the only school that offers 
superior academics and athletics 
mixed with the faith component, 
enrollment hasn’t suffered very 
much over the past few years. 

“We continue to offer what 
you can’t find anywhere else,” 

said Mahoney.
Financial aid and scholarships 

help families afford the tuition. 
The Special Needs Grant helps 
families hit by the recession. This 
grant is awarded to families in a 
state of financial emergency due 
to job loss, health conditions, or 
a change in marital status. 

Work study is also an oppor-
tunity for students to work to 

lessen their tuition, in addition 
to the many scholarship oppor-
tunities offered. Many students 
at the high school take advantage 
of this opportunity and can be 
found working around the school 
in the morning, over lunch, and 
after school.

Enrollment being up can also

School sees overall increase in enrollment
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After three years of construction, the new Performing Arts Center officially opened in 
September after being blessed by Bishop Paul Swain.

Performing Arts Center
completes construction

If O’Gorman was not visible by the rest 
of Sioux Falls before the building of the Per-
forming Arts Center, it is now. The highly 
anticipated Tom and Penny Lorang Theatre 
has officially opened its doors. 

The $9.7 million project has produced a 
state-of-the-art facility that seats 1,000 – a 
significant number compared to the old au-

ditorium of 600 seats. 
The PAC is “world class. You probably 

won’t find this on most college campuses,” 
said assistant principal Mrs. Joan Mahoney. 

Boasting a fly system, exceptional sound 
quality, and Broadway–inspired dressing 
areas, the PAC will not only be utilized for 
O’Gorman functions but also for commu-
nity events in need of a significant space.
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Many aspects of O’Gorman 
High School have changed over 
the summer. Just as the ap-
pearance of the high school has 
changed, so has the Sioux Falls 
Catholic Schools Web site. 

“The Web site was rede-
signed to fit the needs of our 
visitors and users better,” said 
computer science teacher Na-
than Hofflander. 

The previous SFCS site was 
only about three to four years 
old. However, it could be diffi-
cult to work with.

“We’re just trying to keep 
up with the dominant para-
digm, which is an adapted ‘com-
mon framework’ or system of 
thought that is widely accepted 
in our society,” said Hofflander. 

With the new Web site 
renovations SFCSS.org is much 
easier to navigate. The teachers 
have new pages to put assign-
ments on as well. 

There were several people 
who helped to upgrade the Web 
site. New site designers includ-
ed the Web site administrator, 
Hofflander, Principal Mr. Kyle 
Groos, Superintendent Dr. Tom 
Lorang, and Henkin-Schultz, a 
company that deals with adver-
tising, marketing, and interac-

tive design. 
“Henkin-Schultz created the 

actual Web site and functional-
ity,” said Hofflander. 

Since the new Web site is 
filled with new material, new 
instruction to work with it was 
required.

“Before the school year 
was in full swing, our technol-
ogy committee received train-
ing here at the high school,” said 
Hofflander.

Renovations to the Web site 
took up a majority of the sum-
mer months and the early weeks 
of August. 

The new additions to the 
Web site make it easier for stu-
dents, parents, and teachers to 
navigate the site. 

Also, the teachers and faculty 
can now add to their individual 
pages without compromising 
space on the school’s internet 
servers. 

“You have to have updates to 
keep things running smoothly 
and provide the best online ex-
perience to our audience,” said 
Hofflander. 

The site is now accessible 
from all browsers, including 
Firefox and Google Chrome.

With the new renovations 
the site should be much easier 
to navigate and prove to be a bit 
more pleasing to the eye. 

The arts department will also 
be able to perform in a facility 
worthy of the students’ talent.  
Congestion backstage will cease 
to be a problem due to the ample 
space for storage, dressing and 
gatherings.  

“I am very excited to know that 
all of our school liturgies will be 
in an air-conditioned, attractive 
facility, more fitting to celebrate 
our coming together around the 
Eucharistic table instead of a 
gymnasium,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. Tom Lorang, whom the 

Performing Arts Center is named 
after. 

When asked what it feels like 
to have the theatre named after 

him and his wife, Dr. Lorang said 
how much of an honor it is, but to 
remember that the effort for this 
project was contributed by a vast 
number of people who all deserve 

recognition.
Even through an economic re-

cession, the community was dedi-
cated to the project whole-heart-
edly. “We were lucky enough to 
start before the first recession,” 
said principal Mr. Kyle Groos. 

Despite the huge sum required 
by this project, O’Gorman spared 
no expense in order to build the 
auditorium.  

Dr. Lorang noted how the suc-
cess celebrated today and in the 
future would not have been pos-
sible without the unwavering 
support of the SFCS community. 
“It truly was a blessed effort”.
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Estelline High School.  Additionally, at SDSU, Wer-
ner majored in second education and biology.  

Much has changed at O’Gorman from five years 
ago when Werner donned the graduation cap and 
gown.  

“Although I reminisce about times in the old 
school, it is awesome to be back,” said Werner.  “The 
building is much improved and I love my brand new 
science classroom.”  

In terms of the school faculty, Werner feels that 
almost nothing has changed.  

“I love O’Gorman. I think that the teachers are 
fantastic and the students are a lot different from the 
public school kids,” said Werner.  “I love the Catho-
lic school atmosphere.”  

Not wanting to hurt any ones’ feelings, Werner 
recalls that beloved band teacher, Smitty, was her 
favorite faculty member. 

Doubling as both an Academic Service Coordi-

nator and an O’Gorman Junior High football and 
basketball coach, Mr. Alex Anderson has plenty of 
responsibilities.  At Horace Mann Elementary, An-
derson student taught in the fourth and fifth grade 
Bridges Program.  He also worked at Whittier Mid-
dle School where he taught in the Tier II Behavior 
classroom.  

In addition to the previous credentials, Anderson 
interacts with special needs children at the Min-
nehaha Juvenile Detention Center where he provides 
educational help to students.  

A football player at USF, Anderson is eager to 
coach junior high football and basketball.  

“It’s really fun. I love working with younger ath-
letes because they are easier to mold,”  said Ander-
son.  “They are always excited to come to practice. 
My goal is to coach varsity someday, and I need to 
start somewhere.”  

Anderson, a Roosevelt High school alum, is im-
pressed by O’Gorman’s faith mission and the friend-
ly quality of the people.

Catholic Schools 
Web site updated
for academic year

be tied to school pride.
Through a combination 

of senior leadership and 
dedicated students, the 
O’Gorman community con-
tinues to be proud to be 
called Knights.

“This year’s seniors look 
like a group with a lot of 
school spirit,” said Mahoney. 

It has taken time for the 
seniors to obtain so much 
school spirit, however. Just 
as this year’s senior class has 
gained some members, other 
students have opted to leave.

In fact, every year there is 
a balance between incoming 

students at O’Gorman and 
those switching to the public 
school system. 

“People switch schools 
to get away from their past 
and start a new, better fu-
ture,” said Cole Vietor, se-
nior at Lincoln and former 
O’Gorman student.

But with a mission unique 
to O’Gorman, financial aid 
and scholarships, and senior 
leadership for school spirit 
no other school offers the 
same experience O’Gorman  
High School has to offer. 

This year’s student body 
has around 750 students - a 
number that has remained 
consistent the last few years.

expenses. These include food, which for a 
family of four over the last year has risen 
by more than $400 on average per month.

Prices at restaurants and fast food eat-
eries have been on the rise as well making 
it harder for students to afford going out. 

“I can’t always go to the movies or out 
to eat with my friends,” said Bezenek. 
“However they have been pretty accom-
modating.”

Having a job during the school year is 
a tough thing to do because of homework 
and balancing activities. 

It is also a positive because it allows 
working teenagers to appreciate their 
hard earned cash, and with prices rising as 
much as they are, every teen needs to save 
their money.
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New teachers look forward to school year



Every school year, O’Gorman’s Cam-
pus Ministry seeks to help students stay 
involved with their faith. Whether it’s by 
attending daily mass, participating in vari-
ous events, or working on Christian ser-
vice hours, there is something for everyone 
in Campus Ministry.

“The goals of Campus Ministry are 
to invigorate the faith community at 
O’Gorman,” said Campus Minister Jona-
than Konz. “In a lot of ways it’s taking 
what you’re learning in your theology 
classes and putting it into action.”

“Campus Ministry really wants to get 
the students of O’Gorman more involved 
with the activities we will set up,” said ju-
nior Haley Maxwell, a member of Campus 
Ministry’s core team.

Along with the annual events Campus 
Ministry sponsors, such as Empty Bowls 
and serving at The Banquet, the core team 
and the theology department is working 
on new projects. 

One such project is a retreat for the 
freshmen, which will take place on No-
vember 2.

“In the past, Freshman Unity day was 
both a spiritual retreat as well as an ori-

entation retreat, and in the past few years 
it’s kind of gotten away from the spiritual 
component,” said Konz. “So what we’re 
doing is creating a freshman retreat for 
them so that they can get their orientation 
stuff done and then we can focus on their 
spirituality.”

A freshman retreat is not the only new 
aspect of prayer life Campus Ministry has 
established.

In years past the chapel has been closed 
whenever daily Mass or Reconciliation is 
not offered. 

This year however, during the lunch 
hours there is always something to do in 
the chapel. Students can still go into the 
chapel to pray or sometimes hear Konz 
play his guitar.

“We’re trying to make it more of a stan-
dard that the chapel will always be open,” 
said Konz.

Campus Ministry wants to help stu-
dents be invigorated with their faith not 
only this school year but also in the future. 

“Faith speaks to so much more than 
just what you know. It’s how you live.” 
Konz

“Students should get involved because 
not only are our projects super fun, they 
help others,” said Maxwell.

Though it is Maxwell’s first year on 

the Campus Ministry’s core team, she’s 
already enjoying her choice to participate 
and lead.

“I’m very excited about it,” she said. “I 
love the extra opportunities that I get to 
get more involved in my faith and to get 
other students involved as well.”

Catholic Culture has a theme of “Laugh 
when others are watching” as to promote 
the fun and entertainment Campus Minis-

try activities can be for students.
With all of the different kinds of events 

and retreats, the Campus Ministry plays 
throughout the school year, there is some-
thing for every student to enjoy and grow 
in his or her faith.

“We cater to you. We want to find 
ways to help you as an individual experi-
ence your faith and get involved in your 
faith and desire your faith,” said Konz.

As summer comes to 
an end and a new school 
year begins, the words of 
God echo within each of 
us, “Don’t forget about 
Me”. 

Whether you went to 
Mass each Sunday and 
prayed every day this 
summer or not, the begin-
ning of the school year is 
a chance to start anew in 
your relationship with 
God. How?

Just as you would 
take your books to class, 
your instrument to band 
practice, your uniform 
and shoes to a game, don’t 
forget that God’s presence 
is with you wherever you 
go.

Two simple ways to be 
reminded of God’s pres-
ence with you are to “pray 
and watch”.

PRAY: no matter what 
you are doing you can 
pray as you do it. The sim-
plest prayer I can teach 
you is Veni Sancte Spiri-
tus: Come Holy Spirit. 

These three words can 
fill your mind as you walk 
down the hall, drive to 
school, and so many other 
times throughout the day. 

W A T C H : T h i n g s 

will continue to change 
around you as the fall se-
mester unfolds. 

Watch and enjoy. 
These seasons are ways 
that God shows you His 
work around you, a re-
minder that He is with 
you.

I personally join you in 
praying and watching as 
my new life in Sioux Falls 
began August 1. 

As I have begun my vo-
cation here in Sioux Falls 
I am experiencing a lot of 
changes, and prayer is an 
important way for me to 
be attentive to the unfold-
ing of God’s work that He 
is doing outside of me as 
well as inside of me. 

My daily life consists 
of being an Associate Pas-
tor at St. Mary’s Church 
as well as an Assistant 
Chaplain at Avera McK-

ennan Hospital. 
An example of praying 

and watching this past 
week took place as I met 
two women whom I had 
never met before.

Mary and Marion were 
women who I would only 
meet once as their lives 
were coming to an end. 
With Mary, my presence 
in her life was important 
as she spent her last days 
here on earth because she 
had no family or friends 
to accompany her. With 
Marion it was just the op-
posite. 

When they called 
me at 1:30 A.M. Sunday 
I walked into the emer-
gency room to find it full 
of family members of all 
ages. Having never met 
Marion or any of her fam-
ily members they wanted 
me come so that I could 
share with her God’s pres-
ence through the prayers 
and sacraments necessary 
for her to experience a 
happy and holy death. 

In both of my experi-
ences it was necessary to 
pray to God for help and 
then to stand back and 
watch Him work with 
His love and mercy. 
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Campus Ministry searches for fresh involvement 

Priest promotes students’ growth 
in personal faith life during school

LAUREN BIRD / KNIGHT SCROLL

Mr. Konz enlightens members of the Campus Ministry core team about upcoming events.

usiouxfalls.edu

STUDENTS: 1,488»STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO: 15:1»PLACEMENT RATE: 96%»STUDENTS RECEIVING FINANCIAL AID: 97%
MAJORS: 35»PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS: 7»STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES

THE  WAY.
At USF we believe in providing students with a  
well-rounded Christian experience. Our professors  
will teach you The Whole Way, and it’s a way that  
will stay with you your whole life.

CAMPUS VISIT DAYS
November 11»January 20»March 9»April 20

usiouxfalls.edu/admissions

Ellen Nelson
Editor-in-Chief

Fr. Jeff Norfolk

Up-Coming Campus Ministry Events
Dress Down Day - October 14

Senior Time at Holy Spirit - October 19
Senior High Youth Rally - November 6



The O’Gorman High School 
Oral Interpretation team has 
added another champion. Shilpa 
Chandran, a 2011 graduate, won 
the national championship in 
Original Oratory at the National 
Catholic Forensic League Tour-
nament held in Washington D.C. 

With school starting again, 
the Oral Interpretation team has 
many high expectations to live up 
to with the successes from both 
national tournaments. 

Along with Chandran, Steven 
Schaeffer and Caitlin Woodard 
won second place in the nation in 
Duo Interpretation. Joey Bezenek 
and Genevieve Fuller followed 
close behind them as quarterfi-
nalists. 

Last year’s team came home 
with the Team Excellence Award. 
It is only awarded to five schools 
in the nation. The award is based 
on how well the entries perform. 

The new team captains, Full-
er, Frankie Maxwell, Haley Max-
well, and Charlie Solomon have a 
reputation to uphold this year.  

Solomon, along with 2011 
graduate Joey Johnson, placed 
seventh in the nation in Duo In-
terpretation at the NFL tourna-
ment in Dallas. They competed 
against 220 duos from across the 
nation.

 “The freshmen and new stu-
dents to the team are looking 
very promising and are a joy to 
work with,” said Oral Interpre-
tation coach Teresa Fester.  “I 
expect them to do their best and 
practice hard. Interp is subjective 
so each tournament stands alone 
and they can only do their best 
and wait to see what the judges 
for that day think.” 

Numbers for interp remain 
high as nearly 110 students are 
participating in the activity this 

year. 
Interpers begin practicing in 

September, and they continue on 
until February, where they com-
pete in the national qualifying 
tournament.

The first competition will be 
held at Lincoln High School Oc-
tober 15. The first novice tourna-
ment will be at O’Gorman Octo-
ber 4.

O’Gorman will also host its 
annual Speech Criterion Novem-
ber 4.
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PAC, Museum come alive with new show

DECORATIONS: Pull out all 
your royal blue, gold, and white 
to decorate the site with pen-
nants, flags, and streamers.

FOOD: Light that Grill! Make 
sure to load up on the burgers, 
hot dogs, chips, cookies and all 
the junk food you can possibly 
imagine. You don’t want to go 
hungry during an intense game - 
especially if it goes into overtime! 

MARK YOUR TERRITORY: 
Make sure to arrive early and 
claim your space. If you are a se-
nior, that means the night before 
the game. 

MUSIC: Make sure to bring 
your iPod loaded with all the 
hottest pre-game jams!  Don’t 
forget that sub woofer to get 
your party rockin’ on!

ENTERTAINMENT: For the 
simple tailgate, bean bags, ping 
pongs and cards will suffice. But 
for the extreme tailgate fanatics, 
flat screens, RVs, garbage truck 
pools, golf carts, mopeds and 
scooters are necessary to keep 
occupied all day.   

ATTIRE: Anything other 
than decked-out blue and gold 
from head to toe is unacceptable. 
Paint those faces and pull out 
those jerseys!

Interp team hopes national success 
translates to positive ‘11-’12 season

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Seniors tailgate in the Howard Wood parking lot before the 2011 
Bob Burns Dakota Bowl. 

Fans share techniques 
for fall sport tailgating 
with six helpful tips
Cassie Wilka 
Veronica Fritsch 

KNIGHT SCROLL

KNIGHT SCROLL

Mr. Nelson gives notes during a recent rehearsal.

Students rehearse a scene for the new fall show, Night at the Wax Museum. The show is set to 
premiere October 21. The show will be the first play held in the new Performing Arts Center.

Shae Krimmelbein
Activities Co-Editor

SUBMITTED PHOTO

O’Gorman students finished in seventh place at the NFL tournament 
in Dallas. The tournament took place in June 2011.



 Go Viking. 

Explore. Discover. Create. 

Sophomore Jordan Erkens hikes with the Augustana Outdoor Club  
during a rock climbing trip to the Black Hills in summer 2011.

Plan your visit to campus today! Oct. 20-21: Explore Augustana; Nov. 5: Sneak Peek Saturday;  
Nov. 11: Explore Augustana; Dec. 2: Christmas at Augustana.

 Learn more at www.augie.edu/admission

  At Augustana, we believe certain individuals are called  
  to “Go Viking.”  
 
  They understand that in order to create an even  
  better  tomorrow, they must explore and  discover  
  bold concepts and important ideas today.

  Get ready to ...
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Coleman working way to majors
Since graduating in 2006, 

Dusty Coleman’s name contin-
ues to resound throughout the 
O’Gorman community as a local 
legend. The three-sport standout 
high school athlete is currently in 
transit to a professional baseball 
career. This summer, he was tem-
porarily moved up to the AAA 
level for 10 games. In a recent in-
terview, the Knight Scroll had the 
opportunity to talk with Dusty 
about his career and experiences. 

 Knight Scroll: Rewind to when 
you got drafted in 2008. What 
were you feeling that day? What 
were your hopes and expecta-
tions, if any?

Dusty Coleman: Actually the 
day that I was drafted my college 
team and I were playing Florida 
State in super regionals trying 
to make it to the College World 
Series. I was expecting to get 
drafted but I really had no idea 

when or who I would go to. My 
dad told me after the game that 
I went to the Oakland A’s in the 
28th round.

KS: What were some of your 
motivations to leave Wichita 
when you got drafted?

DC: Initially, I was not ex-
pecting to sign because I wasn’t 
drafted too high and because I 
was a draft eligible sophomore, 
I had another year of leverage if I 
went back to school. I went and 
played college summer ball and 
played well. They ended up of-
fering me enough money for me 
to not go back to school because 
I felt like it was enough of an in-
vestment by the A’s to where I 
would get my chances to move 
up. Plus, school would be paid for 
when I wanted to go back.

KS: How did your wrist injury 
set you back and how did you re-
bound from that?

DC: My wrist injury set me 
back because of course all pro-
fessional sports are businesses 

and each year new players come 
in. Missing a year put me behind 
some guys that were drafted af-
ter me. I am still rebounding but 
mostly I just try to stay focused 
and realize that if I play well, 
eventually I will get opportuni-
ties. The trick is to take advan-
tage of them. It is a long road, and 
I still have a lot of things to work 
on.

KS: How has your faith been 
beneficial to you personally in 
the sports industry? Has it been a 
challenge to remain devoted with 
the high demands of your career?

DC: My faith is always a big 
part of my life. This life is busy 
and it has a lot of distractions 
and if you don’t stay diligent it 
is easy to drift. Luckily, through 
baseball I have met some of the 
most faithful people I know and 
I have learned a lot from them. 
Baseball players do get a bad rep 
sometimes and sometimes it is 
deserved, but from my experience 
there are tons of good Christians 
in this game that are doing great 
things as witnesses.

KS: This summer you were 
temporarily moved up to AAA. 
How has this experience moti-
vated you to make that move per-
manent? 

DC: I did get moved up to 
AAA for 10 games this season 
but unfortunately it hasn’t been 
a permanent move. I have gone 
up three different times and two 
of them I knew I was going to fill 
in for a few games. Even though 
it was just to fill in I knew that 
it was a chance to have a good 

impression on the coaches and 
players so they would know that 
I want to be there and stay there. 
I played well, but it’s a business 
and when big leagues get sent 
down it is a trickledown effect.

KS: Your fan base at 
O’Gorman is always increasing. 
What advice would you have for 
all the Knights who want to pur-
sue a professional athletic career? 
What kind of mentality does it 
take? What are the key factors in 
making the dream a reality?

DC: My advice for anybody 
who wants to play sports profes-
sionally is always put in the work 
because it pays off in the end. 
Make sure that you realize there 
are going to be ups and downs 
and you have to stay positive and 
persevere. Also try to play against 
the best competition you can be-
cause that is where you can really 
learn and get better. Then just 
pray and be prepared so when 
you get the opportunity you can 
run with it. GO KNIGHTS!

Special teams shine 
as Knights avenge 
championship loss

Knights look for leadership 
from seniors on way to state

The Knights cross country team is beginning 
their season looking to make another run at state 
after finishing third last year. This year’s squad is 
led by 30-year coach Doug Lindner.

This year’s group returns nine letter winners, 
including seniors Connor Branick, Ben Fichter, 
Keegan Miles and Lukas Pitzl. In addition to the 
senior leadership, there is a talented set of under-
classmen.

“We have a great group, and they have the op-
portunity to make some great gains in running,” 
said Lindner, “They have shown so far that they are 
very willing to work hard and stay together.”

The Knights are looking to improve on their 
third place finish last year, but they will face some 
tough competition along the way. 

“This is always the tough question,” said Lind-
ner referring to how the team will compete this 
year against the state competition, “A lot depends 

on how we progress as the season moves along. We 
hope for good things.”

In addition to the returning talent, another rea-
son for optimism about this year’s team is the rela-
tively large group of runners compared to previous 
years. 

“This year’s team is the largest group we’ve had 
in about 10 years, and one of the largest ever. We 
have a great combination of veteran runners and 
newcomers,” said Lindner.

One of the returning veterans, senior Jonah Bea-
com, embraces both the challenge and honor of be-
ing a team leader and believes this year’s team can 
do some good things with a strong effort. 

“It feels good [to be a team leader],” said Beacom 
“We have a strong group of young kids that could 
benefit from direction from the upperclassmen.  If 
we work hard, we will have a good chance at state. 
We run until we cannot run anymore.”

The 2011 state meet will be held in Sioux Falls 
on Oct. 22. 

Girls tennis aiming for five-peat

Veronica Fritsch
Faith Co-Editor

Dusty Coleman

O’Gorman runs the ball against the Washington Warriors.
KNIGHT SCROLL

After allowing an early touch-
down against Washington, the 
Knights scored 24 unanswered 
points to drop the defending 
state champions in the 33rd an-
nual Bob Burns Dakota Bowl.

The special teams proved to 
be the real story in the game, as 
they scored 17 points off of two 
blocked punts and a blocked field 
goal.

“We wanted to come out and 
prove ourselves and make big 
plays,” said senior safety Weston 
Bednar.

Both teams fell in heartbreak-
ers at Presidents Bowl the pre-
vious week. To keep pace with 
their city rivals – and to have any 
shot at a first-round bye – both 
teams needed a win.

Washington struck first – 
and early – on a drive that swung 
momentum in their favor, on a 23 
yard pass to split the secondary. 

“After that drive, we knew 
our pass rush had to step up, and 
we needed to have better cover-
age,” said Bednar. 

The Knights defense tight-
ened up, not allowing Washing-
ton to get another score. Late 
in the second quarter a blocked 
kick put the game at 21-7, and the 
Knights never looked back.

The loss dropped Washing-
ton to 1-2, putting them out of 
contention for the city champi-
onship, and putting the Knights 
in second place in the state.

“It was a good feeling,” said 
Bednar. “They always act like 
they’re the best, and better than 
everyone, and we got to shut 
them up for once.”

With the fifth consecutive 
state championship in their 
sights, the Lady Knights will 
look to young talent to stiffen 
the competition. The new look 
Knights are anxious to see where 
they will fit in with the rest of the 
competitors.

“Our goal is to obviously win 
state and play the best we can,” 
said senior Mary Prouse.

Prouse, being the only senior 
in the top six, will be looked 

upon heavily for leadership. “I 
feel that I have a role to lead and 
to keep the spirits on the team 
up,” she said.

The other players in the top 
six include seventh graders Sam 
Czarnecki and Sidney Brower, 
freshman Morgan Brower, and 
sophomores Mary Billion and 
Jenna Czarnecki.

The toughest opponents for 
the Lady Knights will be Rapid 
City Stevens and St. Thomas 
More. A loss to Stevens earlier 
this year put the Knights’ re-
cord at 12-1, and it also broke 

the 96 match win streak that the 
Knights had previously held. The 
record is 105 straight wins.

While putting that match 
in their rear view mirror, the 
Knights had a chance to take 
their talents to Wisconsin to play 
in the Dominican Cup. 

The Knights have strong team 
chemistry and look to continue 
their dominance throughout the 
year. “At this point it’s anyone’s 
game,” said Prouse. “I know we 
can win, we just need to play at 
high level of tennis and play our 
game.”

Dustin Haffeman
Staff Writer

Jake Schreck
Entertainment Co-Editor

Josh Jorgensen
Sports Co-Editor
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New coach adds fire; team gains momentum

A familiar face has re-
turned to O’Gorman athletics 
this year. Julie Kolbeck is back 
as the Lady Knights’ head vol-
leyball coach.	

Originally from Dell Rap-
ids, Kolbeck grew up in Sioux 
Falls and has lived here her 
entire life, except for her two 
year residence in Minneapolis.

Kolbeck’s high school 
years were spent at O’Gorman, 
where she was a member of 
back-to-back state champi-
onship teams, including the 
Knights’ first state volleyball 
championship in 1987 and a  
repeat in 1988.

Upon graduating from 
O’Gorman, Kolbeck attended  
South Dakota State Universi-
ty, where she played volleyball 
for the Jackrabbits.

Kolbeck returned to the 
Knights after college as an as-
sistant volleyball coach, until 
1996 when the Knights had an 
opening for the head coach po-
sition. The job was offered to 
Kolbeck, and she accepted.

After the 2002 volleyball 
season, Kolbeck and her fam-
ily moved to Minneapolis, but 
two years later, the Kolbecks 
returned to Sioux Falls. 

“Sioux Falls was always 
home,” said Kolbeck. “Our en-
tire family is here and it was 
always our goal to move back.”

Upon her return to Sioux 
Falls, Kolbeck took the head 
coach position at Roosevelt 
High School, and was there 
from 2004-2006. 

Although this was her first 
experience with volleyball 
outside of O’Gorman, Kolbeck 
had no problem with taking 
the challenge of coaching at a 
new school.

“Every program I have been 
associated with has had won-
derful and dedicated girls,” 
said Kolbeck, “The only differ-

ence is the school size.”
Kolbeck takes over for a 

team that finished 8-15 last 
year, and some would think 
that there is extra pressure 
to have success following a 
disappointing season, but 
Kolbeck doesn’t see it that 
way and is confident with the 
group of athletes that she has 
been given this year.

“I don’t feel any extra pres-
sure.  We have a good group 
of girls with positive attitudes 
that are very dedicated to im-
proving their game. [We look 
to] improve with each practice 
and game and build our suc-
cess on that.”

With a new coach and height-
ened spirits, the volleyball team has 
a different outlook on their season 
this year. After beating their alba-
tross, Lincoln, it seemed as though 
the volleyball program changed as a 
whole. 

The feeling of success after beat-
ing Lincoln didn’t end there. The 
Lady Knights continue on a winning 
streak with a record of 5-4, with key 
losses going to Rapid City Stevens, 
Aberdeen Central and Washington. 

The volleyball program at 
O’Gorman has struggled in recent 
years. But Julie Kolbeck, who has led 
the Lady Knights to the state tour-
nament before, has returned as the 
varsity head coach. 

As a coach, she has not only 
changed the way the Knights play 
volleyball but also their attitude. 

“She has instilled more confi-
dence in us and is pushing us hard-
er,” said junior Sam Foley. 

The extra push has had a positive 
result as this season has been more 
successful than previous years. 

Beating Lincoln, who were the 
state champions in 2010, brought 
out many different emotions in the 
team. 

“It proved a lot to ourselves and 

showed us how far we have come 
from last year as a team,” said Foley. 

The rest of the season has a high 
bar set with many goals in mind. 

“We have more dedication and 
a drive to prove people wrong and 
to show that we have improved and 
changed,” said Foley.

The change in mind is their goal 
to make it to the state tournament 
for the first time since 2004. 

“We’re going to try our best to 
make it to the state tournament this 
year and prove to the state that we 
can do anything we put our minds 
to,” said senior defensive left back 
Mikaela Schnetter. 

As excited as the team is for be-
ing successful, a lot of hard work still 
has to be put forth if they want to ac-
complish their goal of going to state. 

“We still need to come out with 
focus and believe in ourselves,” said 
Foley. “We need to worry about our 
own game and not our opponents. 
We are our worst enemies some-
times.” 

A student section at the games 
is another improvement seen in the 
volleyball program. 

“We actually have a crowd this 
year, and that helps us get pumped 
up and have a bigger drive to win,” 
said Schnetter. 

Soccer teams pick up intensity with key wins

The O’Gorman soccer teams are fo-
cusing on a strong finish in 2011. The 
Knights are looking toward the state 
tournament in October. 

The Knights have battled injuries 
all year, losing starters Alex Einsel and 
Tony Klein. “We will need some sopho-
mores to step up to overcome these 
injuries,” said senior midfielder Quaid 
Scheafer.

Last year’s returning starters in-
clude goalie Alex Nelson, defenders 
Matt Haeder and Tyler Pals, midfield-
ers Quaid Schaefer and Matt Meisinger, 

and striker Ramon Gutierrez. They 
gained a recent 2-1 victory against the 
Washington Warriors. 

“It was a big win,” said senior mid-
fielder Quaid Scheafer. Currently, the 
Knights are focusing on the upcoming 
playoff game. “Anyone can win it this 
year,” noted senior striker Ramon Guti-
errez.

Leading the team in goals is junior 
striker Ben Davis. Seniors Charlie Solo-
mon and Joe Runge bring up the out-
side middle, and sophomore Connor 
Bergh adds defensive depth. 

The last two months have been sim-
ilar for the girls soccer team. They have 

practiced countless hours and are also 
looking toward the upcoming playoff 
game. 

“Roosevelt is our toughest competi-
tion this year,” noted midfielder Ashton 
Weber. A recent 3-0 rout of Brandon 
has boosted the girls’ confidence. 

The Knights are led by seniors Alys-
sa Brazil, Ashton Weber and Molly Bu-
che. Junior forward Anna Bills leads the 
team in goals. “The juniors bring a lot to 
the team,” said Weber. 

Each team’s ultimate goal is to finish 
the season with a win streak and deep 
run in the state soccer tournament. 

O’G athletes aim to increase awareness of breast cancer

October marks the annual 
Breast Cancer Awareness games 
hosted by the football and vol-
leyball teams. Each team dons 
pink attire in hopes of spreading 
cancer awareness throughout the 
Sioux Falls community. 

The student athletic trainers, 
led by Rochelle Lauret, were the 
first to discover and become fans 

of the pink games. “The trainers 
liked the pink theme, and we 
were encouraged by the state and 
national athletic trainers asso-
ciations to involve more people,” 
said Lauret. 

Many families are affected 
by cancer every year. The pink 
themed games bring hope for a 
cure. “I have lymphoma and leu-
kemia cancer history in my fam-
ily,” said Lauret. “So any type of 
awareness brings us closer to a 

cure.”
By coming together as a com-

munity, this theme brings hope 
to cancer victims and proves to 
them that they are not alone. 

Students and players alike 
become very involved with the 
theme. For each game, pink pom 
poms and shirts are sold at a low 
price.

“It helps unify the students 
who participate in the theme and 
helps make a fun game,” said se-

nior Sarah Barthel.  The goal is to 
have every person present at the 
game wearing at least one article 
of pink. 

If the entire crowd is covered 
in pink, no matter which team 
they are rooting for, the goal of 
the games has been achieved. 
The pink theme not only brings 
awareness to cancer, but helps to 
show victims and family that the 
world is rooting for them.    

Even though their main focus 

is on the game, football and vol-
leyball players are very involved 
with the theme. Preparation of 
pink items they wear is planned 
months in advance. 

Players wear pink tape in 
hopes of adding to the awareness. 
“The more people who are aware 
of this disease makes more people 
who will help fight it,” said senior 
lineman Kade Lamberty. “And 
besides, real men wear pink.”

Cassie Wilka
Activities Co-Editor

Tom Breske
Sports Co-Editor

KNIGHT SCROLL

The Knights defeated the Governors 2-0.

Cassie Wilka
Activities Co-Editor

KNIGHT SCROLL
The Knights defeated the Patriots 3-2.

Jake Schreck
Entertainment Co-Editor
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A-list actors dominate fall films

Among the many candy bars 
students will collect in their Hal-
loween baskets comes a bounty 
of fall flicks.  

The box office will explode 
this fall with popular sequels and 
remakes. 

One of the most anticipated 
movies of the year, Twilight: Break-
ing Dawn Part 1 comes out Nov. 18.  

Twi-hard fans will rejoice 
over the penultimate installment 
of the Twilight Series.  

In this first part, Edward and 
Bella finally tie the knot and go to 
Isle Esme for their honeymoon. 
This sequel includes a vampire 
baby that threatens Bella’s life.

The beloved ‘80s film, Foot-

loose, is being remade and is com-
ing out Oct. 14. 

Kenny Wormald will replace 
the iconic role that Kevin Bacon 
once donned as Ren MacCor-
mack, the ringleader of the dance 
rebellion after dancing is out-
lawed.

Lovers of animated mov-
ies will celebrate over the Shrek 
spin-off about the furry feline 
Puss, who wears boots, thus the 
title, Puss in Boots. This install-
ment traces the early years of 
Puss as he swash buckles and 
womanizes pussy cats through-
out the land.

Brad Pitt stars in Moneyball, as 
Oakland Athletics general man-
ager Billy Beane who uses innova-
tive ways of recruiting including 
math and statistics, and receives 

no recognition for it. With award 
winning filmmaker Bennett Mill-
er directing, Social Network writer 
Aaron Sorkin co-scripting, and 
Brad Pitt starring, Moneyball is a 
promising film.

With Halloween comes hor-
ror movies, and the most an-
ticipated of which is the third 
installment of the Paranormal 
Activity series, Paranormal Activ-
ity 3. 

A prequel to the first and 
second, this supernatural horror 
flick explores the early years of 
main characters Katie and Kristi 
in 1988.  

In The Muppets, the Muppet 
theatre at stake and Jason Segel 
and Amy Adams team up to save 
it from greedy businessman, Tex 
Richman (Chris Cooper). 

The first Muppets theatrical 
release in 12 years, will feature 
four new musical numbers, in-
cluding the classic, heartwarm-
ing “Rainbow Connection.”

Directed by Clint Eastwood,   
the biographical drama film doc-
umenting the life of FBI founder 
J. Edgar Hoover stars Leonardo 
DiCaprio in the title role. 

The film will explore Hoover’s 
life after the Palmer Raids, and in-
cludes a look at his private life as 
an alleged closeted homosexual.

Perennial Oscar contenders 
George Clooney and Philip Sey-
mour Hoffman team up along 
with Ryan Gosling for the politi-
cal thriller, The Ides of March. Cloo-
ney, in addition to starring, is also 
directing this tale of political cor-
ruption.

Lauren Bird
Jake Schreck

The Warrior’s Nest

Adoring 
Potter 
fans love 
new site

Drawing By: Josh JorgensenWritten By: Frankie Maxwell

Ellen Nelson
Editor-In-Chief

Even though the final Harry 
Potter film has been released, the 
craze that has defined a genera-
tion is not over. In June of 2011, 
author J.K. Rowling announced 
her next Harry Potter project: 
Pottermore.com.

This new Web site is, in a 
way, an expansion of the books 
as it gives readers a chance to 
explore the World of Harry Pot-
ter in a different way. In addition 
to it being another way to read 
the Harry Potter books, the new 
Web site also includes extra in-
formation about the characters 
and the creation of the series.

“It makes the stories more real 
because you can learn more from 
this fan-site,” said Senior Haley 
Jones.

Senior Elizabeth Daniel said 
she appreciates that fans have 
“the opportunity to continue 
with Harry on his journey.” 

J.K. Rowling formed Potter-
more herself with the help of a 
few fans that were admitted early 
access upon winning the site’s 
“Magical Quill Challenge.” She 
will also be participating in the 
online Harry Potter world along-
side the fans so that she can add 
in the extra details throughout 
the experience.

“Potter info is always wel-
come in my book, and any fan 
would agree that the more Harry 
Potter, the merrier,” said Daniel.

Pottermore requires registra-
tion to take part in but is free to 
join and use. 

“I think Pottermore brings 
more depth to the stories them-
selves,” Jones said. “It makes the 
reader/fan more engaged in the 
plot of the books.”

Several students at O’Gorman 
are especially excited for the new 
Web site.

“I’m very pleased with the 
whole Harry Potter franchise: 
from the books to the movies to 
Pottermore,” said Jones. “As a fan 
you can’t ask for anything better.”

It’s “basically the best idea 
ever,” said Daniel. I can’t wait 
until it opens to the public in Oc-
tober.”

Also opening in October will 
be the Pottermore Shop. This 
shop will sell digital audio books 
and, for the first time, eBooks of 
the series.

PRESS PHOTO / WARNER BROS. PRESS PHOTO / SONY PICTURES PRESS PHOTO / COLUMBIA PICTURES



Be Great. Start Here.

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY   Admissions Office  |  Box 2201  |  Brookings, SD  |  57007-0649

1-800-952-3541 (toll-free) or (605) 688-4121  |  Fax: (605) 688-6891  |  SDSU.Admissions@sdstate.edu   SDSTATE.EDU

SENIOR DAY

REGISTER NOW!
WWW.SDSTATE.EDU (Keyword: Senior Day)

10/15/11



Along with the sound of the 
school bells tolling comes the 
irksome and seemingly ceaseless 
noise of construction.  Unfortu-
nately, students who commute 
daily to O’Gorman High School 
are burdened by the labyrinth of 
road construction blocking ev-
ery street.  

Although many of the roads 
need to be refurbished, the tim-
ing is wrong.  

Additionally, prominent 
construction, like that on 41st 
Street and Louise Avenue, incon-
veniently began the day school 
started for O’Gorman.  The city 
could have done a more consid-
erate job planning the dates for 
road construction to start.  

Lizzie O’Connell, a senior, is 
affected by the heavy influx of 
construction on a daily basis and 
strongly dislikes it.  

“It's irresponsible and unnec-
essary to take on so many proj-
ects with such little time left to 
complete them before the snow 
hits,” said O’Connell.  “They 
could have taken care of this 
back in June when there wasn't 

a thousand cars trying to get in 
and out of the parking lot.”  

O’Connell also mentions how 
the city council failed to publish 
any valid reason as to why the 
road construction is required.  

In the case of road construc-
tion, sometimes the ends are not 
greater than the means.  Most of 
the roads end up worse off than 
they began.

What’s more, the vexing 
yearly construction has taken a 
toll on O’Connell’s car.  

“41st Street is dissected year 
after year, and my Honda civic 
seems to be in more danger every 
time they try to “fix” something.”  

Additionally, south Western 
Avenue, which is conveniently 
located on my way to school, is 
under heavy construction.  

Taking this street on the way 
to school every morning robs 
me of 15 extra minutes of sleep.  
In the end, this route wastes 50 
minutes of valuable snoozing 
time a week.  

Although every year the city 
finds it necessary to improve 
the already tolerable streets, 
the funding toward this should 
be spent toward making roads 
smooth, repairing buildings, and 

improving infrastructure.  
Instead of starting such ir-

ritating construction during the 
school year, construction should 
have started earlier in the sum-
mer to avoid less congested traf-
fic.  

The traffic surrounding the 
general area of Western Avenue 
began to take such a toll on my 
usually optimistic mood that I 
decided to bicycle to school.  

Although it was freezing 
cold, I found this 15 minute trek 

to be quite serene opposed to 
fuming in a line of morning traf-
fic.  On the positive side, maybe 
more people will follow my bik-
ing trend to avoid the heavy con-
struction.
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TOMS
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Ashton Kutcher
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Cardigans

Constant construction heightens frustration
Lauren Bird
Faith Co-Editor

MIRANDA MASEK / KNIGHT SCROLL

Construction on 41st Street and Louise is one area that creates traffic congestion throughout Sioux Falls.

Photo Survey
What is your dream Halloween costume?

Kelby Tague 17

Auditorium

UGG Boots

BlackBerry

Charlie Sheen

Facebook

Man Tanks

In-and-Out

“Catwoman with the tights 
and all leather. I think it 

would look good”

“A hippogriff from 
Harry Potter”

“Schmeegal…since I’m 
already halfway there”

“Mr. Krier”



Fifty years ago, Cathedral 
High School was closed and 
O’Gorman High School opened. 
As we look back at the “new” 
high school, for some of us the 
memories fade, but some will last 
for much longer.

Some stories, like the passing 
of our football coach, Lee Dolan, 
the summer before the school 
opened was a difficult loss. 

Most people in town prob-
ably questioned why anyone 
would build a high school so far 
out in the country. While 41st 
street was a hard surface, two-
lane road, it was joined at the 
corner of the school by Kiwanis. 
Kiwanis was gravel from 26th, 
28th, or Oak St. 

After heading toward school 
it was cornfields south of Oak St, 
south of 41st, west of the “new” 
school, and, with the exception 
of a few homes east of the school, 
it was fields all around. 

As the school year approached, 
the city had no sewer line to the 
school and did not plan on having 
one at the time. The Bishop went 
to the city and said, “We’ll just 
put all the kids in public schools.” 

The line was built quickly to pre-
vent that because the downtown 
Washington High School was so 
overcrowded that they had dou-
ble schedules for their students! 
There were no lights in the gym 
until the week before the basket-
ball season opened. 

The tuition is one thing that 
went up. In the first year your 
first student from a family was 
$90 a year and $60 for the sec-
ond, $30 for the third student 
and if you had more siblings in 
the school they were free. We 
had several teachers that were 
nuns, both Dominican and Pre-
sentation. 

Dick English drove them to 
school and back to the convent 
next to the Cathedral every day. 
The sisters all wore habits. They 
were never seen in civilian cloth-
ing. We also had several priests 
that taught a variety of subjects 
and all religion courses.

As the school opened, our 
principal was Father Howard 
Carroll, a younger priest. We had 
a Dean of Men, Mr. Ed McGuire, 
and the Dean of Women was Sis-
ter John Dominici. They were Fa-
ther Carroll’s enforcers on a daily 
basis, and Father Carroll only 
dealt with those of us that he had 
real issues with, like dating or 

long hair for boys. Hair could not 
touch the collar. 

The boys were required to 
wear brown, corduroy blazers, 
a shirt and tie with khaki pants. 
The girls wore brown plaid, 
pleated skirts, rollup short-
sleeved white blouse with a man-
datory brown cardigan sweater 
or a long-sleeved button-down 
collar blouse no sweater required. 
Some felt the uniform was great; 
the North-enders never had to 
compete in the fashion area with 
the students from the south part 
of town.

The skirt length was just be-
low the knee, but the fashion of 
the day was shorter skirt lengths. 
Some of the girls, trying to match 
the day’s new fashion, would roll 
the waistband of the skirt to a 
shorter length. 

However, if one of the nuns 
thought a skirt was too short, 
girls were asked to kneel on the 
floor. If asked to kneel, the girls 
hoped and prayed that the hem 
would touch the floor to avoid 
getting a detention for such an 
impure act.

The school had two wings, 
“O” and “G”. The “O” wing was 
the boys wing. Classes were 
separated; except for classes such 
as math, physics, and chemistry 

that were mixed due to lower at-
tendance. 

Hall monitors made sure that 
the boys did not go to the girls 
wing and vice versa. They were 
also there to make sure that no-
body left school or entered any 
area off-limits.

It was a tough year for the 
football team. The basketball 
team was better. We could not 
play in the state tournament and 
took second place in the state 
Catholic tournament held in the 
Mitchell Corn Palace in 1962. 

The girls had no physical edu-
cation class or choices for sports. 

One group of senior girls went ice 
skating so they could get a pic-
ture in the Sports section of the 
“Student Prints.”

We had no musicals back 
then, but Father Al Krysopol-
ski taught English and directed 
the first play, titled “To Tell the 
Truth.” 

Another memorable test for 
the first year was the February 
snowfall. In three weeks of Feb-
ruary, we had snowfalls of 32”, 
20”, and 14”, a total of 66”. The se-
nior boys helped shovel the snow 
off the roof and no sky lights were 
broken. 
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Alumni reflect on O’Gorman’s first year
Hal Wick, Dick Ellenbecker, 
Dick, English, Cay Johnson
Guest Writers
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